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sons specially employed by the Society for this 
purpose ; twelve of these inscriptions speak of 
an Igvar, and are carved in memory of men 
who had taken part in his expedition (* /am 
med Igvari), some of them as ship-commanders. 
The work, to which Icelandic, Norwegian, 
Swedish and Danish scholars have contributed 
valuable papers, commences with extracts from 
the Eddas and the mythic-historical Sagas, 
among which the whole of the remarkable 
&>gubrot or Saga-frament on the old Kings of 
Denmark and Sweden, and the whole of the 
charming and important Hervarar Saga. Next 
follow numerous extracts from the Old-North- 
ern historical Sagas. The Northmen made 
frequent voyages to Gandvik (the White Sea) 
and Biarmaland, and over the Baltic to Austrveg. 
The history of the Kings of Norway in the 10th 
and 11th centuries touches that of Gardarike 
or Russia in numberless instances. Olaf 
Tryggvason passed his youth there. The Nor- 
wegian prince Eymund repaired thither in 
1015, and took part in the feuds between Iaro- 
slav, Burislav and Vart islav ; the whole of one 
Saga is devoted to this Eymund. Saint Olaf 
was intimately connected with the Russian 
court, and his son Magnus the Good, after- 
wards King of Norway and Denmark, spent 
there a good part of his youth. Together with 
Rognvald Brusason, at a later period Earl of 
the Orkneys, Harald Hardrade was long the 
Lord of the marches to the grand-prince, and 
Harald himself was afterwards Chieftain of the 
Vering-guard in Miklagard (Constantinople). 
The Fsereyinga Saga speaks of Rafn called 
Holmgardsfare on account of his voyages to 
Novgorod, and mentions the Fteringman Sig- 
mund's expedition to Gardarike. The lives of 
native Icelanders contain numerous similar ac- 
counts ; thus Egil's Saga tells us of Egil's and 
ThorolPs exploits in Courland, and Nial's Saga 
has preserved the details of Gunnar's and 
Kolskegg's attack on Reval and EysyRla. In 
1009 Biorn Arngeirson heroically distinguished 
himself in the service of Vladimir the Great. 
Another still more famous Icelandic bard and 
hero, Thormod Kolbrunarskald, after living 



several years in Greenland, betook himself to 
Norway in company with another native Ameri 
can, Skuf, owner of Stokkanes at Eriksflord and 
probably kin with the celebrated Gudrid, wife 
of Thorfinn Karlsefne ; in 1029 both followed 
Saint Olaf to Gardarike. 

The attention of English readers is directed 
to an Old-English or Anglo-Saxon document, 
the voyages of the Northmen Ohthere and 
Wulfstan in the North of Europe as related by 
King Alfred. This paper, with its numerous 
illustrative notes, is communicated by P. A. 
Munch. An accompanying facsimile of the 
MS. in the British Museum has been kindly 
forwarded by Sir Henry Ellis. 

As an illustration to the ancient Icelandic 
Geographical Monuments, a Mappemonde from 
the 12th century and three Planispheres from 
the 13th and 14th have been appended. These 
are remarkable for having the same orientation 
as those of the Arabian cartographers in the 
middle ages — they have the south at the top. 
Among the geographical annotations for which 
we are indebted to the abbot Nicolas of 
Thingeyrar in the north of Iceland, is a journey 
to the Holy Land in 1151-1153, containing in- 
teresting notices for comparison with other 
voyages to the East at the same period ; among 
them is an Arabic appellation not found in other 
European voyagers of the same date. To this 
division also belongs a plan or ichnography of 
Jerusalem. 



THE MAELSTROM. 
The very existence of the maelstrom off the 
Norwegian coast has of late years been ques- 
tioned, and the ancient accounts of its terrible 
power been considered as doubtful. M. Hage- 
rup, Minister of Marine, however, has recently 
given a valuable account of it, and set at rest 
the merits of the question in favor of its exist- 
ence and very dangerous character. The vast 
whirl is caused by the setting in and out of the 
tides between the islands of Mosken and Lofo- 
den, and is most violent half tide between ebb 
and flood. At the highest and lowest points 
of the waters it disappears for about half an 



204 



POSITIONS ON LA PLATA. 



[JcLV, 



hour, but recommences its whirl with the mov- 
ing of the waters. In calm weather large ves- 
sels may pass over it in safety ; but in storms 
it is perilous to the largest craft. Small boats 
are endangered in any weather at the time of 
its strongest action. The whirls, however, do 
not, as was once supposed, draw vessels under 
the water, but by their violence fill them with 
water, or dash them upon the neighboring 
shoals. In winter, says M. Hagerup, it not un- 
frequently happens that at sea a bank of clouds 
shows a west storm, with heavy surf, to be pre- 
vailing there, while further in on the coast the 
clear air shows that on the inside of the West- 
tjord (east side of Lofodcn) the wind blows 
from the land, and sets out through the tjord 
from the cast. In such cases especially an ap- 
proach to the maelstrom is in the highest de- 
gree dangerous, for the stream and under-cur- 
rent from opposite directions work there to- 
gether to make the whole passage one single 
boiling cauldron. At such times appear the 
mighty whirls which have given it the name 
of maelstrom (that is, the whirling or grinding 
stream), and in which no craft whatever can 
hold its course. The writer considers that it 
is quite impossible for even a steamer to force 
its passage during a winter storm, and unad- 
visable, under any circumstances, for a sailing 
vessel to undertake the risk. In the most pro- 
pitious season a sailing vessel might encounter 
a calm or a light wind, whereby the power of 
the stream would become greater than that of 
the wind, leaving the vessel no longer under 
command, and on a dangerous coast. 



QUICKSILVER IN CALIFORNIA. 
A rich quicksilver mine, called the Lawre- 
neel, has been discovered on the Fossatt claim, 
a mile and a half from the New-Almaden mine. 
Sixty men were employed (June 23) in putting 
up buildings for dwellings, smelting-houses, etc. 
The discoverer says that next to New Alma- 
den, it is the richest quicksilver mine in the 
State. The New-Almaden, the Lawreneel, 
the Guadalupe and the New-Idrin are the only 
quicksilver mines in California now worked. 



The quantity exported in 1853 was 18,800 
flasks; in 1854, 20,963; in 1855, 25,908; in 1856, 
23,924; in 1857, 27,262; and in 1858, 26,212 
flasks. The flask averages 75 pounds avoirdu- 
pois. The quantity retained in the State for 
domestic operations must also be large. 

POSITIONS ON LA PLATA. 
(From Page's La Plata, etc.) 



Lat. 

Places. South. 

Montevideo...34°54'08" 
Higueritas....34°52'25" 
Buenos Ay res. 34° 36' 14" 

Colonia 34° 28' 15" 

San Isidro....34°28'00" 
Martin Garcia. 34° 10' 53.7 
RioNegro(flio).33° 21' 33" 
Paysandu . .. .33° 18' 24" 
Frey Bentos . .33° 07' 13" 
Concepcion del 

Uruguay....32°29'32" 
SaltodelUrug.31° 23' 20" 
San Pedro 

(near) 33° 41' 00" 

Rosario 32° 56' 44" 

LasVacas 32° 10' 00" 

Diamante ... .32° 04' 04" 

La Paz 30° 44' 08" 

Goya (near) . .29° 07' 00" 
BellaVista...28°29'00" 
Corrientes....27°27'31" 



Altitude 


Long. of the 


West. river. 


56° 13' 00" 




58° 25' 55" 




58° 33' 00" 




57° 52' 00" 




58° 30' 45" 




58° 16' 28.6 




58° 25' 37" 




58° 07' 28" 




58° 20' 25" 




58° 14' 55" 




57° 59' 39" 




59° 39' 34" 


82 


60° 36' 04" 


100 


60° 41' 43" 


• . • 


60° 38' 56" 


127 


59° 38' 42" 


160 


59° 21' 20" 


• ■ ■ 


59° 07' 01" 


220 


56° 52' 51" 


248 



Carmen 27° 12' 30" 56° 14' 21" 

San Cosmi. . . .27° 19' 09" 56° 24' 48" 
San Rafael . . . .27° 07' 39" 56° 50' 21" 



Cerito 

Santiago 

Pilar 

Villa Franca. . 
Villa Villeta.. 

Asuncion 

Villa Rica 

Concepcion... . 

Salvador 

Pan de Azucar, 

Olimpo (Ft. 

Bourbon) . . 

Salinas 

Coimbra 

Albuquerque.. 
Corumba 



27° 17' 32" 


58° 39' 52" 


. • ■ 


27° 07' 39" 


56° 50' 21" 


„ , , 


26° 37' 09" 


58° 22' 35" 


268 


26° 18' 41" 


No observ. 


• > ■ 


25° 29' 29" 


57° 37' 42" 


. . , 


.25° 16' 29.7 


57° 42' 42" *307 


25° 47' 10" 


56° 30' 20" 


f... 


23° 23' 56" 


57° 30' 59" 


330 


22° 48' 45" 


57° 52' 12" 


333 


.21° 25' 10" 


57° 58' 54" 


J340 


21° 01' 39" 


57° 55' 40" 


366 


20° 36' 24" 


58° 05' 59" 


... 


19° 55' 43" 


57° 52' 34" 


383 


19° 26' 53" 


57° 28' 31" 


390 


18° 59' 43" 


57° 44' 36" 


396 



* The city is 63 feet higher than the river, 
t An interior town — 323 feet above Asuncion. 
( Summit 1,355 feet. 



